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A Pipeline to Success

By Ginain Grayes

comes to the school-to-prison pipeline,

Ross Anderson, the founder of Men
of Vision, Inc. (MOV) recognized a pro-
found and urgent need for schools, primar-

I.\ a state that leads the pack when it

ily in che inner city, to offer mentorship to
at-risk young men in Tampa.

According to an eight-year study con-
ducted by the Florida Department of
Juvenile Justice, 166,868
school-relaced arrests in Florida during
fiscal years 2004-05 t]uough 2011-12.
Nearly half of these arreses (78,821, or 47
percent) were of Black youth, who repre-

there were

sent only about 22 percent of the student
population in Florida”

Anderson set his sights on Sligh Middle
School to bring his vision of a robust men-
oring program o lfes and in November of
2006, MOV was started with 25 members.
Plagued with educational barriers thac
often led many of the young men down a
path of descruction, MOV provided a level
of supporr, discipline, and accessibility to
positive community role models for ics
members—many whom never experienced
this.  Fast forward to today, MOV has
mentored more than 1,000 at-risk male
students since 2006.

Today MOV actively mentors 175
members between the ages of nine through
19 or third grade through post-secondary

grades throughout Hillsborough County
with hopes of expanding into surrounding
counties. The program proudly boosts a
98 percent graduation rate with members
receiving a standard high school diploma
With more than $250,000 in scholar-
ships awarded to members, the majority
of MOV high school graduates go on to
carn a degree from an accredited college
or university.

‘The organization exposes members to
new and diverse experiences and environ

ments through educational trips, oppor-
tunities, events, and community service
iniiatives

“It opens up a whole new world of
opportunities where they can  picture
themselves as productive and successful
members of sociery. It truly is a com-
munity and grassroots cffore by all,” said
Anderson.

Community service is a core value
and point of pride for the organization
To date, MOV members have complered
more than 200,000 hours in community
service. The average member clocks more
than 100 community service hours lend-
ing a helping hand in their communities

When Tampa residents  experienced
ravished neighborhoods batcered by Hur-
ricane Irma, current MOV student presi-
dent and high school senior Pierre Alsinc,

alongside fellow members organized a
clean-up effort at a local high school and
surrounding neighborhoods.

“I realize we can be anywhere right now,
but it more important to be there for our
community. That' what MOV isall about.
It gives us a chance to do good for others
while working on ourselves so we can be
successful,” said Alsine.

“The organization has carned many pres-
tigious recognitions for the work members
continue to do within the community,
including the Hillsborough County Com-
munity Unsung Hero Award (2017), the
Tampa Bay Lightning Community Hero
Award (2014), and the Hillsborough
County Human Rights Award (2014).

Anderson proudly shares, “we are
excited about the furure as we continue to
dedicate our lives to supporting and build-
ing up our youth.”

Learn more about Men of Vision, Inc. or
contribute o the amazing work of ensur-
ing students travel the pipeline to success,
visit MOV online at menofvisioninc.com
and follow on Facebook and Tiviteer.

*Source: Demanding Zero Tolerance
for Floridas School-to-Prison Pipeline by
Lance Arney & Marilyn Williams

Ginain Grayes is the Men of Vision Com-
munications Director.
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